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THE 


LIFE  AND  ADVENTURES 


GENERAL  ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 


ENER AL  PX^TIX  AM  was  defcended 


from  a  good  fa^niily  in  England,  who  were\ 
sanong  the  original  feltlers  emigrating  to 
Annrica.  They  arrived  there  foon  after 
the  celebrated  Captain  Miles  Standifn, 
wliofe  encounters  with  the  native  Indians 
are  traditional  in  that  p«rt  of  America, 
though  but  little  known  in  Great  Britain; 
we  flr^U  therefore  prefent  the  reader,-  pre- 
vious to  our  detail  of  the  fulFerings  of 
General  Putnam  from  the  fjume  favage 
race,  with  fo<me  information  of  their  man- 
ners and  cuftoms  on  the  firft  landing  of 
Engliilimen,  in  that  newly  dlfcovered 
t^orld. 

Captain  Standifli  was  a  famous  warrior 
among  the  primitive  settlers  in  America*-, 
He  was  defcended,  according  to  his  owa 
account,  from  A  family  of  diftinction  in 
England,  arid  was  the  heir  apparent  of  a 
confiderable  eRate,  unjufliy  detained  from 
bim  in  CQuft^queilCe  of  the  civil  wars  m 
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England  in  the  feign  of  King  Gharks  the 
firli ;  he  therefore  determined  on  joiHing 
a  company  of  advemurers  who  iveie  pre- 
paring to  feek  a  better  fortune,  in  ad  un- 
known land,  and  failed  with  them  to 
Engbnd  in  tlie  year  1630-  Having  beea 
trained  to  arms,  in  coBftquence  of  the 
diRrsded  times  in  his  native  ccmntry,  he 
was  appoin'.ed  to  lead  the  firft  detachment 
for  making  difcoveries  aft^r  their  arrival^ 
and  foon  after  chofen  the  military  com- 
mander. H<j  was  fliort  in  ilauire,  but  of 
an  afilive  fpirir,  ftri^ng  coBflitiition,  and 
uudaunted  :  courage.  In  the  fubfeqaent 
excurfions  «md  interviews  '^ith  the  na- 
tives^ he  was  gen^riiliy  the  ftrft  to  meet 
them  accompanied  by  a  faiall  ^number  of 
his  own  sppolnrihg.  In  the  dreadful  fick- 
neis  which  i^ized  the  fertlers  ibon  after 
their  landing,  when  two  or  three  of  their 
little  community'daily  expired  during  feme 
weekSj  and  the  living  were  fcarcely  able 
to  bury  the  ,  dead.  In  this  time  of  ca!«« 
mity,  Captain  Sta.rrdiSiielained  his  hsalthr, 
and  kindly  attended  the  fick ;  among  whom 
he  loft  an  amiable  wife  who  had  followed 
his  fortune  i^^rofs  the  Atlantic  Ocea.n. 

When  the  fiirvivors  this  irifant  fet- 
tlement  were  reeruiting  their ''}?ealth,  a 
Sachem,  or  Indian  chief,  named  Coriotafit 
^'ith  whom  they  hcvd  hitherto  been  JitOiend- 
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Ihip,  meditated  t  revolt,  and,  difcovering 
his  treachery,  Captain  StandiSi  at  the  head 
cf  foarteen  Enguihnien  lurrounded  his 
houfe  at  a  pkce  called  Si^'anzey,' but  find- 
ing him  abfent  they  informed  his  rrlb^  that 
they  would  deflroy  him  if  be  perfifled  in 
his  rebdlion,  which  fo  grearly  incimidaLted 
the!  fav^r^e,  that  he  with  <  ight  other  claefs 
fubf:ribed  his  fubmiffion. 

With  great  labour  the  fettlers  built 
town  which  they  called  Plymouth;  and 
erefled  a  fort  for  its  defence.  They  were 
divided  into  four  companies,  and  one  of 
each  were  oblig^^d  to  keep  guard  daring 
the  night,  the  Indians  again  becorMng 
troublefodie.  A  trading  vojfage  being  de- 
termined upon,  Captain  Standiih  under- 
took ita  superintendence,  leaving  the  care 
of  Piyniouih  to  his  Lieutenant,  He  land- 
ed arDong  a  dlftant  tribe  of  Indians  and 
bartered  with  them  his  Englilh  goods,  but 
no  fooner  was  this  done  than  he,  had  good 
reafon  to  fnfpe£l  their  attempt  to  rasiflacre 
him  and  his  party;  he  therefore  ordered 
them  to  keep  wat<:h  on  Ihore  all  night. 
The  Indians  finding  this,  proceeded  to  the 
vefiel  in  which  they  came,  and  plundered 
the  goods  which  remained  on  board.  Soon 
«$  this  treachery  was  discovered,  the  Cap- 
tain marched  his  men  to  the  rcfidence  of 
♦  Sachem,  who,  in  terror,  ordered  the  ftolcn 
goods  to  be  rtilored  to  the  owners.  | 
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Often  was  a-fingular  providence  con« 
fpicuous  in  his  prefer vation.  'i'he  next 
jnonth,  when  li  ."  went  to  purchafe  corn  of 
jhe  Indians,  he  was  not  received  with  the 
ufual  carcir^lity.  One  of  the  Indi&ns  bran- 
•difhed  an  iron  dagger  and  derided  his  party 
becaufe  he  f aid  that  wiien  they  W€re  dying 

they  cried  and  mad^^  four  faces  like  chil- 
dren." It  was  the  great  objeft  of  Gsptaiu 
Standiili  to  conciliate  not  enrage  them^ 
and  one  of  them  M^ho  knev/  him,  giving 
iiim  an  an  invitation  to  his  refidence,  he 
•accepted  his  fi^eniing  hcfpitality  and  paiTed 
the  night  by  his  lirefide.  Sleep;  however^ 
departed  from  his  eyes,  and  he  paiTed  a 
refllefs  night,  though  his  hod  foll:ite.d  him 
^  that  end.  in  ihe  nicrninj^  it  wasdifcov- 
ered,  thit  this  treacherous  Indian  intended 
to  murder  bim  if  he  had  fallen  afieep. 

tOn  jstnc^Aher  cccafion  the  Indians  fhow- 
:great  indications  of  war  ;  and  tbereupou 
Captain  Standifh  aifembled  a  chofen  kw^ 
intending,  however,  to  negociate  and  not 
fight  thcnr.  Upon  prefenting  his  little  band 
with  the  fymb  )I  of  peace,  a  chief  of  extol- 
led courage  fent  word  by  an  inttrpr^ilir 
*'^that  he  undeTilcod  the  Captain  was  come 
liim  and  his  people,  but  that  he  did  not  fear 
him,  neither  iaould  he  avoid  him,  that  he 
^i^bt  begin  b  tttle  when  he  pleafed  but  thac 
hefhouidnottiiktt  ihem  unawaiv^s''.  Others 


wheUed  their  knives.before  him*  Grie  boll 
cr  than  the  feft,  whofe  head  for  his  vari- 
ous 3£ls  of  barb.^rity  the  government  oi: 

.  Ply  njoiith  haddireQed  the  Capt/ia  to  ftize, 
iboafled  of  the  excellence  of  his  knife,  on 
which  he  laid  there  wts  a  Vv'oman's  head, 

.  'but.thst  he  had  another  ct^rved  w  ith  a  white  ^ 
nian^s  head,;*>vhich  could  fee  and  eat,  but 
no:  fpeak*  The  name  of  this  furious  favag^ 
WES  Peckfout,  A  man  of  great  ftrengch  and 
ilature  and  who  tauntingly  laid  to  Captain 
Staiidi&,.bv  means  of  an  interpreter,  ^*Th'.. 
yon  are  a  g/eai  Captai?">,  you  are  but  a  lit- 
tle ban,  and  though  l  am  no  Sachem,  yet 
I  am  a  man  of  gre^v^  flrength  ^nd  courage. 
The  Captain  had  f(jrraed  his  plan,  and 

.  was  thc-refore  fiient.  The  next  day,  (tt 
ing  no  .more  preient  than  the  bos-Rliig 
Peckfoat  and  about  the  faaie  number  as 
his  own  piriv,  he.  gave  the  word  of  com. 
niand,  ^nd  rufhed  upon  trie  Indinns  having 
affigned  to  each  his  individual  enemy,  an( 

■  relervmg  the  braegadocio  to  his  own*  ven 
geance.  Each  Eng'ifli  ^an  fucceedtd  i; 
kilHng  his  m^in.  The  Captain  forang  upo 
Pcckfout  fnaiched  the  intende<<  fatkl  knif 
from  him,  and  in  an  inftant  plunged  it  t 
his  heart.  .  Dreadful  was"  the  contefi- 
incredible  the  number  of  wounds  the  Ir 
dlans  bore  without  calling  for  affiflanc 
catching  at  their  weapons  when  difarmin] 
mid  lliuggUng  until  they  expired. 
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This  detperate  attack  ftcuck  terror  itrte 
the  whole  tribe ;  amszed  and  temfiedihey 
:fled  into  the  wood«  anddefert  pVaoes,  cry- 
ing,'' The  god  bf  the  Eoglifr.  were  offeud» 
^d  'with  them  and  would  deftroy  their 
Avhoie  race." 

The  fetlVement  tiow  enjoye-d  Tome  re- 
'pole,  the  Indians  ke6p:n»g  at  a  diil.ai^.^'^e. 
Stil^  .however,  .  revenge  :  lurked  in  'Aeir 
'  breafts,  and  they^  determined,  upon  ^^'il^^fii- , 
Knatlng  Captain  Standifii  whom  they  alane 
;  looked  upon  as  the  caufe  of  their  defeat, 
;  Of  this  he.w.as  informed  by -a  ff lendly  In- 
!  dian,  who  reported  that  one  of  the  trlba 
i  had  offered  to  ■become  Iris  affaffin*  The 
-plan  they  b-id  for  this  purpofe  was  toja- - 
Vive  the  Captain  to  trade  with  tlietn  siider 
jprofciiious  of  pesce  andfubnilfuon;  during  , 
the  barter  he  would  be  oiiered  fome  wa^er, 
arid  while  drinking,  the  villain  who  gave  him 
the  -cup,  was  to-llab  him*  The  Captaui,.  dt- 
\  termiued  to  counterscl  this  horrid  treach«=, 
jery;  tccepted  the  invitation  ;  goods  werc*^ 
l  afibrted  and  carried  to  the  appointed  place> 
Iby  a  itrong  party  of  his  men.    The  trade' 
began  in  with  the  Indians  gave  extraordi:-.' 
itry  bargains,  during  which  the  Gaptai  i 
was  offered  drink,  and  with  srparent  eg;'- 
diility  accepted  the  cup,  keeping  his  ey  i;^ 
Ib^dri  the  favage  who  prefented  it,  with 
prawn fword  In  the  other  haad ;  n  oiu  which, 
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■t^o  danger  WETS  apprehended.  In  t-iking  th 
cup  to  his'naouch;  the  fava^e  drew  his  con 
ceaied  knife,  but  in  ihe  ^£t  of  raifmg  hi 
?irm  to  orive  ihe  fatal  blow%  the  Copta'' 
Kruck  off  hh  hetf].    The  plot  thus  cou 
terfifffd,  the  remaining  favages  fled,  ^\ 
in  tneir  ret^ea:  received  a  volley  of  fl: 
which  kifled  a'  number  fiifficient  to  infii 
a  ni^ich  lonjrer  peace  to  t!ie  fetilers. 

Captain  Sttndifl^i  liwd  to  fee  a  confidet^ 
able  p.^^t  of  New  En|>larid  peopled  b-v  h' 
coanrTy>:ien;  r^nddied  atti  e  ??;je'v-;rf<  \  tn^ 
upon  his  own  farm  at  Di'xbury,  Vshich' 
this  d^y  is  called  Gapiain's  Hill. 

SuqK        the  difpofition  of  tlie  Awg-^ 
hy  \^hom  Patnam,  ni?tny  yearj=  ^^fter, 
y^hen  n  Major  in  the  Erj'i^h  Army, 
taken  priibner,  and      wbofe  hards  he  rjl 
ceived  the  moft  cruel  treatment. 

General  Ifrael Putnam,  hdd  a  high  c| 
mand,  in  ihe  armv  of  Congrefs  in 
American  war.  He  hsd  been  a  foldi 
from  his  youths  and  was  long  in  theferyi 
of  Britain,  to  whom  he  then  owed  his  3| 
letiiance.  His  life  was  ^  tiffue.  of  Kiaj 
breadth  eicapes  Jind  i^irprifing  sdventijrif 
ye^  at:  ibrvived  to  a  good  old  age,  and  livl 
to  fee  his  country  gain^  the  ca^*fe  of  fn 
dom,  and  iecure  in  her  indepcrcdence.  , 


In  the  year  1759.  Mr.  Put'ii;^!n,  tben  % 
planter,  removed  iiis  lamiivrfr?>n]  Salvm  t<» 
Pomfret,  t  fmsll  inland  and  fcrtHe  tovvn, 
of  Connecticut,  in  New  Erigl'^rd,  whcrre 
he  purchafcd  a  truct  of  tiQW  land,  ^iid  ap- 
plied himfclf  to  the  purfuirs  of  agrk:ulture^ 
The  Engiifii  farmer  can  have  bur  iittle 
j  idea  of  the  labour  and  prrfever^ace  ne- 
i  Ctffii'ry  in  clearing  ground  and  forming  a 
I  Ictelement  in  ihe  woods  of  Aniericaj  FirR^ 
hthe  cutting  down  timber  to  bBild  a  log- 
lioufe  for  himfelf,  and  anoiher  as  a  fub- 
iVitute  for  a  barn,  for  he-niult  not  calcubte 
^  m  2,  comfortable  refidence  until  he  has 
gathered  a  few  fuccefsfui  crops  from  land 
covered  witn  inch  quantities  of  m&%  tim- 
ber; then  clear  his  ground,  make  fences, 
plant  an  orchard,  and  build  (heds  to  protect 
his  cattle  from  be^ifis  of  prey  and  the  e2i» 
of  winter. 

,  "  Uen.  Putnafti/'  fays  an  Americiir  wri- 
ter,  experienced  the  miferies  of  riroM^^ht 
in  fummer,  blafls  in  harveft,  loi^  of  c.  ule 
in  winter,  and  the  defoHuon  of  his  iheep- 
fotc!  by  wolves."  The  Intter  wzz  co.  niit- 
cd  by  &  ihe-wolf^  wiiich,  win;  her  ^' helps, 
had  long  infeited  the  neighbo.  rhooc  The 
havock  done  to  PutOflmv  in  orr,  u  'it  nas 
been  iiared  at  fi  ve  ty  fine  Ih^cp  an  roats 
kdied,  and  feveral  fine  lambs  iuu  ktds 
wounded,   Tius>  it  would  feem,  had  beea 


.iremity 
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a  mglit  of  wsnt^sn  frolic  of  the  wolves,  or, 
perhaps  the  dam  had  fet  it  apart  to  exer^ 
cife  b^r  young  in  the  d^-vouring  art— fachy 
however,  is  the  number  given  in  the  ac- 
count froTTfi  which  I  derive  the  flory.  Tae 
young  defpollers  were  generally  deftroyed 
by  the  vigilance  of  the  neighbours ;  but  no 
art  cotild  enfnare  the  old  one,  or  draw  her 
even  within  gun-fhot.  When  clofely  pur 
fued,  flie  v/ould  fly  to  the  weRern  woods 
and  the  next  vvinte;r  retara  with  a  freffi 
litter  of  whelps;  tnd,  at  length,  flic  became 
fo  intolerable  a  nuifancej  that  Mr.  Patn3'*ii 
prevailed  with  five  of  his  neighbours  to  bind 
'theaif«lve$  to  each  other,  to  alternately  hunt 
and  purfue  her  to  dfefti:ii£tion. 

li^^^  that  the  dapi  had  efcip"*d  f 

ileel  trip  pUcci  for  her,  with  the  lofs  oi 
the  toas  from  one  foot^  which  confequentij 
left  the  triick  of  it  fljiorter  thain  the  reft" 
By  this  veftige,  in  a  light  faow,  they  pnr 
-lid  the  animal.    ,H a ving  fallowed  it  t| 
C  ■v^:]ec:i::ur  River,  they  found  fhe  had  turn! 
ed  back  ir  \  direft  courfe  towards  Pomfrel 
<r.r "  I,    ■ri'cui  morning  tke  hounds  had  drivej 
her  vi!(>  a  uen  aboutthree  miles  diiUntfrori 
M/^  Puuiam^s  refidence. 

The  to'^'n's-peoplq  Toqn  colle^lsd,  'st)c 
repaired  ugainSl  the  common  enemy  wirl^ 
^■^g-)  guns,  firaw.,  fire,  and  fulphur:  but 
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all  their  efforts  to  draw  her  from  her  den:^^ 
which  was  far  in  a  cavern,  proved  unfuc- 
cefaful.  The  hounds  entered,  b'lt  coming: 
back  badly  wounded,  they  refufed  to  return. 
The  fmoke  and  fire  of  the  flraw  had  no 
eff-ft;  nor  did  the  fumes  of  burned  b'-im- 
ftone  thrown  ini^  the  cavern  conipel  her 
to  qui:  htr  retirement. 

Wearied  with  fruitlefs  attempts,  and  the 
night  far  a  ivaaced,  he  once  more  endeav- 
oured to  make  his  dogs  enter,  b  it  in  vain* 
lie  propofed  to  his  negro-mari  to  go  down 
into  the  cavern,  and  (hoot  the  wolf;  the 
negro  declined  the  hazardous  f^r vice.  The 
Biafter  angry  at'  the  diftppointment,  de^ 
clared  he  was  afhtmed  to  have  a  coward 
in  his  fervice,  refolved  hinviVif  to  deftroy 
the  ferocious  beu{\,  left  flrie  fliould  efc^pe 
throvigh  fome  unknown  fifsure  of  the 
rock.  His  neighbours  Rrong'y  reuion- 
jtraied  againll  the  perilous  enterprize; 
but  he,  knowing  that  wild  animals  are 
intimidated  by  fire,  ^nd  having  provided 
feveral  itrip?  of  birch  bark,  the  only  com- 
buftible  material  which  he  could  obtain 
that  would  afford  light  in  this  deep  and 
jxlarkfome  cave,  prepared  for  his  '.icenc, 

'  Having  accordingly  divefl^d  himfelf  of 
his  coat  and  wai^coat,  and  havmg  f<ilten- 
ed  a  long  rope  round  his  brealij  by  which 


l^e  might  be  pulled  back  at  a  concerted 
fignal,  he  entered  with  a  blazing  torch  in 
his  hand.  The  aperture  of  this  den,  on 
the  eaft  fide  of  a  very  high  ledge  of  rocks, 
U  about  two  feet  fquare,  and  thence  it  de- 
fcends  obliquely  fifteen  feet;  then  ruoBin^ 
horizontally  about  ten  feet  more,  it  afc^nds 
gradually  fixteen  feet  towards  its  termin* 
ation-  The  fides  of  this  fubjerraneous  cav- 
ity are  compofc^d  of  fmooth  and  folid  rocks, 
%vhich  feem  to  have  been  divided  from  each 
other  by  fome  former  carthqaake.  The 
top  and  bottom  alfo  are  of  Hone;  and  the 
entrance,  in  win^er^  being  covered  with^ 
ice  is  extremely  flippery.  It  is  in  no  place 
high  enough  for  t  man  to  ftand  upright, 
nor  in  any  p^rt  more  "than  three  feet  in 
width.  Ha?ing  groped  his  way  to  the 
horizontal  part  of  the  den,  the  moft  terri- 
/  fying  darknefs  appeared  in  front  of  the  dim 
circle  of  light  afforded  by  his  torch. 

All  now  was  filent  as  the  houfe  of  death: 
None  but  the  mongers  of  the  defart  had 
ever  before  explored  this  folitary  manfion 
of  horror.  Putnam,  ceutioufly  proceeding 
onws^rd,Cf  me  to  the  afcent,  which  he  flow- 
ly  mounted  on  his  hands  and  knees,  unti! 
he  difcovercd  the  glaring  eye-balls  of  the 
v^olf,  which  was  fitting  at  the  ex  tram  it) 
of  the  cavern.  StJirtled  at  the  fight  of  the 
fire,  he  gnafhed  her  teeth  and  gave  a  fud- 
den  grdwl. 
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As  foon  as  he  made  the  necefiary  dif« 
covery,  he  (hook  the  rope  as  a  fignai.for 
piillln^  him  out,  the  people  the  mouth 
of  the  den,  who  had  liftened  with  painful 
anxiety,  hearing  the  growling  of  the  woif, 
and  fuppofing  their  fric:nd  to  be  in  the  molt 
imminent  danger,  drew  him  forth  with  fuch 
celerity,  that  his  fxcin  was  fevereJy  lacerated. 

After  he  had  adjufted  his  clothes,  and 
loaded  his  gun  with  nine  buck-fliot  he  agaim 
defcended  with  it  in  one  hand,  an'i  a  freHi 
torch  in  the  others    He  now  drew  nearer 
than  before,  tl^ie  wolf  ^iFamiag  a  uill  m^ore 
fierce  and  terrible  appearance — -howling, 
rolling  her  eves,  fnapping  her  teeth,  and 
dropping  her  head  between  her  fore  legs^ 
was  evidentiy  in  the  attitude  and  on  the 
point  of  fpringing  at  him*   At  the  critical 
inRant  he  levelled  and  fired  at  her  head» 
Stunned  with  the  fhdck,  and  almoU  fuffi* . 
cated  by  the  fcioke,  he  found  himfelf  drawn 
out  of  the  cave;  but  having  refreflied  him- 
felf,  and  given  time  for  the  fmoke  to  dif- 
fipate,  he  went  down  a  third  time. .  Once 
more  he  came  within  fight  ofihe  wolf,  who 
appearing  very  p;illiive,  he  applied  the  torch 
nearher  nefe;  and,  perceiving  fhe  was  dead, 
he  took  hold  ci  her  eafs,  and  again  fhaking 
the  rop-  (^lill  tied  round  his  body),  the 
people  '^bove,  with  no  fmall  exuiiation, 
grggged  them  both  out  together. 
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Ex*:raordlnar)r  and  couragloiis  as  this 
attack  upon  the  wolf  really  was,  we  fiad 
in  Mr.  Janfon's  recent  work  intitlcd 

The  Stranger  in  America/^  (a  recent 
valuable  publiciition, )  a  fingular  account 
which  happened  near  the  ffot  of  bis  then* 
refidence  in  North  Carolina,  of  a  dread- 
ful combat  betv/een  a  Uian  and  a  bear,  ; 

Mr.  Janfon  fays/**  A  planter  who  fre- 
quented the  market  at  Edenton,  a  town 
of  great  trade  on  the  river  Chowan,  aad 
whofe  refidence  was  on  the  oppofite  fid^ 
of  the  Great  Difmal  S^amp,  (this  is  a  na- 
tural curiofity  unequalled  ia  any  part  of. 
the  world.  It  gon^ins  about  two  hundred- 
and  fifty  fqutre  miles,  or  one  hundred  and, 
fifty  thaufand  acres, )  where  it  was  only 
ten  or  twelve  miles  broad,  ^He  had  free-, 
ly  fpent  the  evening  there,  that  is,  as  ufutl 
in  America,  not  without  copious  draughts, 
of  grog  or  toddy;  and  by  this  interaper*^ 
ance  infpired  with  fool-hardy  temerity,  he, 
determined  to  crofs  this  vail  wildernefs,,- 
inftead  of  going  the  ufLial,but,  longeft  road,: 
Few  were  bold  enougla  to  proceed,  ^ven  ia 
the  day  time,  by  the  rout  he  had  raflily  ad- 
opted;  but  this  .man  was  of  uncommon, 
ftreagth,  and  of  a  daring  mind.  R  filling 
the  entreaties  of  his  friends,  he  called  out, 
about  midnight,  on  foot  with  no  other  ^ca- 
pon but  a  tough  ftick  in  his  hand. 
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About  the  middle  of  the  foreil,  the 
moon  filming  bright^  be  perceived  the  cub 
of  a  bear  before  hini^;  he  threw  his  lUck 
with  an  effect  which  caufcd  the  young  in- 
habitant of  the  fwamp  to  roar,  and  this 
brougL'-.  the  enraged,  yet  tender  mother 
to  its  relief..  The  man  had  recovered  his 
flick  md  was  proceeding  to  fecure  the  cub, 
(delicious  eating  as  a  yourig  pig),  when 
the  dam  sdvanced.  A  defperate  battle  com- 
menced between  the  favage  bead  and  the 
incautious  man..  The  latter  had, however, 
recovered  from  his  llupidity  occafiored  by 
drinking  ardent  fpirits,  yet,  though  he  ab- 
jindoned  the  polTeffion  of  the  cub,  he  could, 
neither  pacify  the  mother  r^or  avoid  her 
embraces*  The  mm  furvived  the  bloody 
conflift,  and  the  account  he  gave  of  the  bat- 
tle is  yet  Qurrent  in  the  diftrift  of  Chowan. 
Herelated  that  having  delivered  up  the  cub, 
he  wifiied  to  evade  the  conteit  with  the  dim, 
but  fhe  preffed  fo  clofely  upon  him  thtt  he 
was  obliged  to  prepare  for  battle.  F  or  fome 
time  he  defended  himfelf  with  bis  flick,  \n 
which  interval  thebearonly  tore  his  jacket. 
She  fought  upon  her  hind  legs  and  the  com- 
batants were  nearly  of  the  fame  heighto 
While  the  IH ck  lerved  him  he  evaded  the 
bite,  as  well  as  the  hu.^  of  the  bear;  but 
on  making  a  defperate  blow,  the  weapon 
Hiivered  and  then  they  cnm-e  to  clofe  qu  ar^ 
ttrs.  He  now  fubilitutcd  his  fills,  and  v.  ith 
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ludy  fmews  dealt  his  blo^vs  upon  the  bead 
and  tough  hide  of  the  bear.  The/  clofed, 
and,  in  theftrug^:le  which  enfaed,  the  mi^a 
fuffsrcd  moll  dre^efully  from  the  hug  of 
his  enraged  opponenu 

Some  philofoph^rs  affert,  thjjit  the  ani- 
inals  of  the- foreil  are  fapsrlor  to  man  inV 
his  primeval  (late  in  cafes  of  defence  and 
hunger.  I  am  not  inclined  to  difcafs  this 
propofition,  conceiving  the  c^fe  in  point 
deciiive;  The  man  in  quetfion  was  illi- 
terate, ^nd  in  faculty,  perhaps,  inferior  to 
the  wily  matron  of  the  foreft  on  her  owm 
ground,  and  yet.  in  tne  height  of  contefl, 
whfen  acquired  endowment  are  for  a  mo- 
jnent  lofl,  the  man  conquered  the  beaft  of 
twice  his  fize  snd  ftrength,  and  with  na- 
ture's weapons  alone.  The  firft  onfet  with 
the  flick  I  confider  merely  defenfive— it . 
was  foon  rendered  ufelefs  without  in  thp 
leafl  degree  difabling.  It  appeared  from  cor- 
roborditiHgcirGumftauces,  5ind  the  ^'plough, 
ed  ^round^'  as  it  was  termed  by  thofe  who 
viewed  the  Icene  of  a£lion,  that  they  had 
wreftied  with  various  faccefs,  fometimc^ 
the  bear,  f^metiBies  the  man  being  under- 
jTiofL  The  latter,  alniolt  exhaufted,  dreads 
fiiliy  bitieij,  torr^  and  Iq-iieezed. by  the  light 
of  ihe  moon  obiervcd  a  fallen  tree..  Over, 
thic  tretv  vKh  a  defperate  effort  h^  thre^ 
his  ;^nugoniit5  and  failing  on  her,  Rifled 
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ithe  brute  fo  that  fhe  opened  her  jiw^  Tor 
bresth;  irxlo  the  man  thru{t4ils  bsnd 

j  and  chocked  the  monfter. 

F^int  with  lofs  of  blood  and  unsammo!! 
!  exertion,;  e  reached  his  hifes^owjirds  mor- 

1  tiir.e: wher  the  i:e'gh''>Qurs attended  andpro* 
I  ce  dcH  by  the  ilck  man's  direftions  to  the 
feene  Vrf  the  C0nteil,"vi'here  they  found  the 
old  '  ear,  attended  by  two  ofher  cubs  n)OUTn- 
nn;  her  (ate.  They  (ecured  the  yoi^ng  ones» 
l^  an^i  I- ragged  home  the  iminenfe  carca^fe  of 
:  tb-:  "njotlier.    The  cirfF-reTit  weights;  of  ihe^ 
'  Combatants  wtre  afctrtaineci  by  the  aHon-^ 
\H'.Qd  countrymen,,  the  be^r  weighed^  on 
b-ing  brought  to  the  conqueror's  houfe, 
i  400,  i.nd  the  man.,  -when  recovered,  igi  ■ 
I  -pounds..        _  '  ' 

Another  combat,  of  tlfis  nature  we  fine  in 
i  the -ame  iTiterefling  work*  Mr,  |anibnthus 
!  Gortinue?.^:    Afarnier,i:auied  Wavbourne., 
of  Ovk!  rownlhip  in  the  Uaited  States  06 
America  went  one  afternoon  through  the 
wooci^  in  fesroh  of  his  horfes,  taking  wiihc 
1)111;  hh  rifle  gun,  with  the  only  load  of 
^  ammuoliipn  he  h^d  in  the  houfe.    On  his 
return  home,  about  an  hour  before  dark, 
,  he  perceived  a  very  Lirge  bear  croffing  the 
•path,  on  which  he  inflantly  fired,  nnd  the 
beall  fell;  but  foon  recovering  his  legs, 
'anadc  tovvards  a  deep  valley  &  fhort  way 
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a-Iiead,  but  night  coming  on,  and  eXpeS- 
ing^  to  find  him  dead  in  the  morning  he 
^returned  home» 

A  little  beftK'e  dzy  break  next  morning, 
taking  a  pitchfork  and  a  harchet,  and  his 
fan,  a  boy  of  about  twelve  years  of  age, 
with  him,  he 'proceeded  in  queft  of  the  «rn- 
imal.    The  glen,  or  ravine  in  which  the 
bead  had  difi^ppeared  the  evening  before,, 
is^ighty  or  ninety  feet  from  the  top  of  the 
banks  to  the  bottom  of  the  brook  below: 
down  this  precipice  a  ft^-eam  of  three  or 
four  yards  in  breadch  is  precipitated  in 
oae  ucbroken  iheetj  and  formirg  a  eircu- 
inr  bafon,  or  pool,  winds  away  among  the 
thick  undervv^  od  below.  After  reconoiter- 
ing  every  probable  place  of  retreat,  he  at 
length  diibovercd  the  be:^r,  which  had  been 
only,  {lightly  wounded,  and  had  made  his 
way  upon  the  outer  fide  of  the  r^svine,  as 
far  as  the  rocks  would  admit  him,  and  fac 
under  a  projecling  eliff,  (ledfafily  eying  the 
motions  of  his  enemy.    Waybaurne,  de-^ 
firing  his  bay  to  remain  v/here  he  was, 
took  the  pitch-fork,  determined  to  sttack 
him  from  bc*lo#*    The  bear  kept  his  po- 
fition  until  he  got  within  fix  or  feven  feer^  . 
when  on  the  inilant  of  making  a  flab  with  ' 
the  pitch-fork  he  fbimd  hlnifeif  grappled  : 
hy  the  beail,  and  both  together  rolled  down 
lowarda  the  pond;  at  leall  from  twenty  or 
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'twerity-Hve  feet  high,  the  best  mutichit^g 
his  left  arm,  and  hugy^i'ig  him  ainicfl  to 
iufiocation.  By,  great  effi)rts  he  fbrcsa  r 
right  arm  partly  down  his  throat,  nnd  ia 
that  manner  endeavoured  to  tlrangle  him,^ 
but  was  once  ruore  hurled  headlong  down 
»rr»ong  "the  buflies,  a  greater  height  than 
before,  into  the  water.  Here  findifjg  the 
bear  againfl  the  conte:^^  Waybourne  niade 
smother  defperate  cilbrj:,  leizt:d  his  hatchet^ 
and  by  repeat-  d  I  lows  cut  him  to  the  brtiaj 
tind  Ire  f6on  died.  Wnh  the  greatefl  dif^ 
ficiilty  WavbQorne  got  out  of  the  water 
and  crau  led  h(;me  ;  he  was  a  robdi  ni'uf- 
cular  m^n  and  ovved  nis  hfe  to  fuperior 
ilrength,  where  he  lay  upwards  of  three 
weeks  under  his'wo^unds,  his  arm  being 
niaflic:d  from  the  faoulder  to  the  elbow> 
sod  his  bread  ieverely  mangled;  but  he 
furvived.  This  bear  weighed  upwards  of 
420  pounds. 

On  the  fubjea  of  the  wild  be^fts  of 
A!nerica,,Mr.  Janfon  defcribes  a  nMrravv 
efcap€  which  he  hinifelf  experiencedfronaaa 
enraged  panther,  in  the  following  manner. 

In  North  Carolina  there  are  s'nuraberof 
Swamps  but  verr  inferior  to  that  already 
def:  ribed.  IcrofiVd  one  oftheni  in  Alligator 
County,  called  the  Lnt/^  l^iifnmL  It-was 
about  five  iiiiles  acrofs,  but  fifteen  in  going 
■^iie  high  road;  the  dificrence  of  the  dif- 
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tan ce  was  not  fo  mucli  my  obje^l,  lais  a 
defire  to  pei^etrate  into  the  interior  of  tiiis 
dcfart.  I  was  on  horftbick,  and  had  for- 
my  guide  a  negro- man  on  foot  belonging 
to  a  planter  6f  my  acquaintance,  who  went 
before  me  tnd  guided  him  fell  by  notches 
cut  in  the  trees.  My  horfe  had  frequently 
gone  through  this  vvildernefs,  and  appear- 
ed confcious  of  the  difficulty,  recognizing 
the  firm  ground,  for  if  once  in  he  would 
have  fluck  faft,  and  perhaps  have  been  lafl. 
Hence  the  Jnhsbitants  cut  marks  in  the 
trees  for  their  direftion.  TruRing  there- 
fore to  his  jti%enient  he  went  at  a  ilow 
pac^e  foiiowing  the  Hegro»  and  avoiding 
the  broken  pieces  of  jiround  with  a  fags-- 
city  inherent  in  thsc  well  trained  animals 
I  carried  my  gun  in  mr  hand,  loaded  with 
buck  flot,  (hoping  toUmot  a  deer  with 
%vhi':h  thefe  fiv amps  abound]  and  more 
amn^unition  fiung  acrofs  my  fiioulders. 
About  miidway,  and  about  two  hundred 
yards  before  me,  1  faw  a  wild  animal  nim- 
bly. The  negro  looked  in  a  contrary  dU 
reaion,  did  not  perceive  the  motion,  anxv, 
eager  to  fire,  I  did  not  inform  him.  When 
wiihin  gon^ftor,  I  difcovered  the  beall 
throuj^li  the  fclijge  cf  the  wood,  and  im- 
mediitely  fired  my  gun.  The  fliot  took 
effeft,  snd  my  aftoniihment  was  g,reat  to 
fee  a  nioHller  of  the  fpecies  of  the  ti^yer^ 
fufpended  by  his  forefeet  t»  tho  branch:ts 
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of  a  tree,  growlicg  in  t©nes  of  dreadful 
difcord.   The  negro  was  greatly  terrified; 
^Dd  my  licrfe,  unufed  to  the  report  of  a 
gun  fired  from  his  back,  plunged,  and  was 
entangled  in  the  mire.    Lofing  the  reins, 
I  was  precipitated  into  the  morafs,  while 
the  negro  vociferaied  Msffa,  Maffa,  we 
are  loft.    Recovering  I  beheld  the  feroci- 
ous brute  on  the  ground,  feebly  advancing 
towards  us,  with  the  moft  ferocious  looks. 
By  an  involuntary  aCt  I  pre  Tented  my 
enipty  gun^  at  the  light  of  which,  coBfci- 
ous,  no  doubt;  that  the  fame  motion'had 
inflidted  the  fmart  he  felt,  the  creature 
made  a  Hand,  gave-  »  hideous  roar  and 
turned  into  the  thickeft  of  the  wood,  whilefj 
in  halle  and  agitation,!  reloaded  my  piece^ 
The  poor  fiwe,  w ho fe  life  was  dear  to  him 
as  mine  could  be  to  me,  held  up  his  hands 
and  thanked  the  god  he  vvorfiiipped  for  his 
deliverance*  I  iv  as  unconfious  cf  the  dan« 
ger  I  h»d  courted  till  he  told  me  the  beafc 
I  had  encountered  was  a  panther,  larger 
than  any  he  had  feen  devouring  his  miif- 
ters  flocks  and  herds,  and  that  when  pur- 
fued  by  man^thofe  animals  rally  with  great 
ferocity.    Had  I  been  apprifed  cf  this,  I 
fliould  have  fought  my  fafety  in/flight,  ra^ 
iher  thsn  have  begun  an  attack;  but  I  con- 
jeflured  the  creature  t^  be  of  no  larger 
fize  than  a  wild  cat,  i^hich  (are  alfo  in- 
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habitants  of  thef^  dreary  fvvamps,)  whea 
. I  fired. 

Whea  the  French,  who  then  poff^ffei 
Canada,  made  war  upoa  Great  B  icain; 
Mr.  Putnam  joinedthe  ranks  of  his  coun- 
try men  aSainit  the  enemy-  He  hon  oh- 
taincid  the  command  of  a  compaay,  and 
was  ordered  to  reconnoitre  the  French 
cerap  at  the  Ovens,  near  Ticondersgo. 
His  Lieutenant  was  alfo  a  valiant  olfijer, 
named  Robert  Durkee.  In  attempting  to 
to  execu-e  thefe  orders  he  narrowly  es- 
caped being  take?i  prifoner  himfislf  in  the 
firll  inflance;  and,  in  the  fecond,  through 
miilake,  of  killing  his  Lieutenant. 

It  was  the  cuflom'for  the  Brltlfli  troops 
to  place  fires  round  theiccamp,  which  fre^ 
quently  expofed  them  to  the  enemies  fcouts 
and  patroles.  A  contrary  pradice,  thea 
unknown  in  the  Erjglifh  army,  prevailed 
among  the  French  and  Indians.  Their 
plan  was  iafer— they  made  their  fires  in 
the  centre,  lodged  their  men  circularly  at 
a  dift^nce,  and  ported  their  ccntries  ia  the 
furrounding  darknefs. 

Captain  Putnam,  with  his  trufly  Lieut- 
enantj  approaphed  the  camj^,  and,  fuppof- 
ing  the  ceatinels  to  be  within  the  'circle  of 
their  fires,  crept  upon  their  hands  and 
knees  with  all  pofiible  camion^  until  'to 
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tlielr  Utter  allonillirDent,  they  found  them* 
felvcs  in  the  ibicksft  of  the  enemy.  They 
/were  difcovered  and  fired  upon;  and 
Durkee  received  a  flight  wound  in  the 
thigh/  They  had  no  alternative  but  to 
fly,  which  they  immediately  did.  Putnaini, 
being  foremoft,  and  the  night  fo  dark  that 
he  could  not  fee  his  pointed  finger,  foou 
plunged  into  a  clay,  pit ;  and  Duikee,  in 
Ipite  of  his  kound,  clcfely  foiiowing  his 
fpotfteps,  came  tumbling  down  upon  him. 
Putnam,  by  no  means  pleafeci  at  finding 
«  c  mpanion  in  the  ciay-pit  and  thinking 
Darkee  to  be  one  of  the  enemy,  v:as  pre- 
paring a  fatal  blow  ;  When  Durkee  relitv- 
ed  him  from  his  dread,  by  afking,  if  he 
was  hurt  by  his  fall?  The  weJl-kuown 
voice  caufed  him  to  flieath  his  fword;  and 
both  fpringing  out  of  the  pit,  prefsed  for<- 
ward  a«d  a  Ihower  of  random  ihcic  fent 
after  rfiem,  till  they  were  out  of  the  dan- 
ger of  farther  purfuit. 

Unable  to  reach  the  Brltifti  lines  that 
Flighty  and  greatly  f&tigutdf  they  isiid  down 
talong  the  iheltered  fide  of  a  fallen  tree. 
Previous,  however,  to  fo  doing,  the)  met 
^ith  a  fad  difappointmet.t,  to  men  in  their 
fituatioH.  The  captain  recolltdled  t;  it 
his  canteen  wjis  half  full  of  brandy  wnen 
they  fltd,  and  proceeded  to  tske  a  dram, 
and  then  to  cbeer  his  ftiend  in  the  like 
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way — -but  lo!  it  was  empty,  yet  the  cork 
was  fiim  in  it5  neck. 

Next  moririirg,  on  examining  into  tlie 
caufe  of  their  lofs,  they  found  the  canteen  , 
pierced  v;ith  bills.  Putnam's  blanket,  Sta 
article  always  ctrried  by  both  officer,  and 
private  foldier  on  fuch  fervices,  was  per- 
forated in  the  farae  manner  in  fourteen 
places,  and  through  the  clothes  of  both 
jiiany  a  ball  had  paffed. 

In  the  next  campaign,  Captain  Putnam 
was, promoted  to  the  rank  of  Major,  and 
ftill  employed  upon  the  moll  dangerous 
fervices  which  fo  well  fuited  his  inclina- 
tion, enterprize,  and  courage. 
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